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Abstract: The study was conducted at four upazilas in Dhaka city of Bangladesh taking 70.73% boys and 29.29% girls 

using convenience sampling method. About 41.46% respondents were 2501-3000 BDT, 9.75% were 1001-1500 BDT and 

3001-3500 BDT earners having 82.92% respondents no link with other occupations. Some 53.66% fathers of the respondents 

were rickshaw pullers, 17.07% farmers and beggars as well as 46.34% mothers of respondents were housewives, 26.83% 

beggars and day labors in occupation. About 60.97% respondents came in begging from the slums and 63.41% respondents 

adopt begging due to their poverty and 34.15% were forced beggars. 
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1. Introduction 

Begging is the practice of imploring others to grant a favor, 

often a gift of money, with little or no expectation of 

reciprocation [1]. It means soliciting or receiving alms in 

public place, whether or not under any pretense such as 

singing, dancing, fortune telling, reciting holy verse or 

performing tricks; entering in any private premises for the 

purpose of soliciting or receiving alms; exposing or exhibition 

with the object obtaining or extorting alms any sore would, 

injury deformity or disease; having no visible means of 

subsistence and wandering about and remaining in any public 

place in such condition or manner as makes it likely that the 

person doing so exists by soliciting or receiving alms; and 

allowing oneself to be used as an exhibit for the purpose of 

soliciting or receiving alms under the provisions of Bangladesh 

Children Act, 1974, Section 2 (c) [2]. Begging is defined by 

the Buffalo Human Rights Law Review as “the activity” of 

asking for money as charity on the street [3, 4]. Macdonald 

defined begging as asking for alms or charity given out of 

sympathy to the poor [5]. The simplest way of defining 

begging is to ask for money without any return of services [6] 

and it is a street level resource for the poor and powerless [7] 

and the solicits alms receivers to sustain livelihood are called 

beggars [8]. The definition of a beggar is very wide and all 

encompassing. A penniless person who begs alms or lives by 

begging or a person who has no money or resources is called 

beggar [9]. It is also said, a beggar is someone who lives by 

asking people for money or food [10]. Beggars are the 

members of the society who have been neglected entirely in 

many spheres in Nigeria, both socioeconomically and 

politically, they have no pride and dignity to protect in a 

society due to their begging business engagement. There are 

two main types of beggars: full-timers and part-timers. The 

former type of beggars engages in street-begging activity on 

regular-basis or daily-basis and openly done it, while the latter 

type of beggars engages in begging activity on irregular-basis 

or occasionally-basis and not done openly [11]. 

Beggars are found in public places such as transport 

routes, urban parks and near busy markets [12]. There are 

found mostly eight categories of beggars, such as Juvenile 

beggars; Physically and mentally handicapped; Diseased; 

Religious mendicants; Able bodied; Aged and infirm; Casual 

beggars who resort to begging only as a stop gap 

arrangement till they are able to secure some casual 



 Mathematics Letters 2017; 3(1): 12-19 13 

 

employment or part time work again; Professional/hereditary 

beggars: Certain communities consider begging as their 

profession and indulge in begging as a traditional or 

customary activity. This type of beggary is prevalent amongst 

the members of certain caste or tribal groups who lead a 

nomadic way of existence and earn their living by 

entertaining people through singing, dancing or performing 

acrobatic feats [13]. Besides money, they may also ask for 

food, drink or other small items [14]. The problem of 

beggary is not new and begging has been a traditional 

profession [15]. There are several cultural factors that 

support begging. In Europe begging is found in a number of 

minority cultures, especially popular within Roma and 

nomadic communities [16]. In Turkey familial networks of 

beggars have been documented across three generations, 

making it deeply ingrained within their survival schemas 

[17]. A UNICEF study reported that thirteen percent of 

trafficking victims in South Eastern Europe have been 

trafficked for the purpose of forced begging [18]. Forced 

begging is often imposed by family members, with parental 

power leveraged over a child to ensure that begging is carried 

out [19]. Although there are also begging mafia who force 

large number of children to beg [20]. These child beggars are 

involved with drug dealings and other delinquencies which 

lead them to be criminal [21]. 

The child beggars are a distinct category of the street 

children who are most deprived even with the basic needs and 

struggle to survive in different places across the globe [22]. 

These children are particularly the vulnerable group; where a 

child is prone to abuse, deprivation of basic needs, care and 

protection continuing a miserable lower class life [23]. 

The child beggars are the ‘High Risk Groups of Children’, 

children without adequate parental care [24, 25]. Literature 

suggests that refugee children, street children and children 

from low-income families are particularly vulnerable to 

exploitative labor practices, including exploitative 

employers, poor wages, lack of training and physically 

inappropriate demand, and higher risk of physical 

punishment and sexual abuse [26, 27]. Some children start 

begging or working on the street and returning home at night 

eventually leave home to live on the street [28]. The 

UNICEF defines street children as ‘who is of the street and 

on the street’ [29]. In Bangladesh numerous children live as 

street children in the big cities and towns particularly in 

Dhaka city. They live an inhuman life and a significant 

portion of them are involved in begging [30]. It has been 

estimated that more than 100 million street and working 

children around the world are struggling to survive under 

harsh and often exploitative conditions [31]. Children are the 

most vulnerable to be victimized [32]. Child beggars become 

victims when they experienced involuntary physical, sexual, 

emotional injuries, losses or death at the hands of another 

human being [33]. The may be victimized by adults and other 

children, by family members (parents, siblings, other 

relatives); by friends and acquaintances and by strangers 

[34]. The conditions in which begging takes place commonly 

expose children to further physical and verbal abuse, 

including sexual victimization and police brutality [35]. 

The child beggars in Bangladesh have been recognized by 

many literatures as such a category of the street children who 

lack the proper requirements of life and they are tagged as 

‘severely deprived’ children [36]. These severe deprivation 

can be found with their not having the adequate services in 

the provision of shelter, sanitation, water, information, 

nutrition, education, and health etc [37]. Despite 

constitutional recognition of the right to shelter for all 

citizens, 41 percent of all children are deprived of adequate 

shelter [38]. It can be well assumed that, a major portion of 

these children are the child beggars. At policy and program 

levels, there is little provision for providing shelter facilities 

to poor, homeless households, or children living on the 

streets and this picture are reflected also in the other 

provision of life requirements for the street children and 

more specifically the child beggars [39]. In Bangladesh, there 

is a lack of comprehensive data on street dwellers or people 

with similar Condition such as their number, living 

conditions and livelihood activities. Different small Scale 

surveys give some idea about their numbers. According to a 

government estimate, there are 250,000 street children in 

Dhaka city [40]. Also, there were 100,000 beggars in the city 

and about 4,000 to 6,000 were disabled among them [41]. 

While a small but growing body of research describes the 

lives of people who live in urban informal settlements or 

slums, very little research describes the population with no 

housing at all [42]. Many of them have been coming to 

Dhaka by the process of migration. And Dhaka city, being 

the capital and land of ‘opportunities’, has to take the major 

brunt of this influx of migrant population. In line with this, 

the homeless population in Dhaka, of which a significant 

number is the child beggars; is known to face extortion, 

erratic unemployment, exposure to violence, sexual 

harassment, and to engage in high-risk behaviors [43, 44]. 

Begging is a social problem, considering as a violation of 

public order and it is prohibited by the Dhaka Metropolitan 

Police Ordinance III of 1976. There have a vagrant act which 

is implemented outside the metropolitan area. According to 

ordinance number 81, begging is one kind of crime and there 

have one month punishment who beg or try to beg or who try 

for coming sympathy of others through showing any physical 

injury, diseases, skin diseases or showing misbalance 

position of the organs of his or her bodies for the intention of 

having some beg [45]. It is also prohibited in many cities all 

over the world like Dhaka in Bangladesh [46, 47]. 

According to Section 70 of Bangladesh Children Act 2013, 

forced child begging is highly prohibited by law and if anyone 

engaged a child in begging by force will be punished with five 

years imprisonment or one lac taka fine or both [48, 89]. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 in its 

Article 25 stated that, “Everyone has the right to a standard 

of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself 

and his family, including food, clothing, housing, medical 

care and necessary social services and the right to security in 

the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, 

old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond 
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his control” [49]. Section 85 of Children Act, 2013 says, the 

homeless, destitute children found in begging will get proper 

food, clothe, education and shelter should get shelter from 

the state [50]. The government is bound to provide those by 

rehabilitation centers, Child family and Sotomoni Nibash etc. 

[51]. But the child beggars hardly getting their rights to grow 

up as human being [52]. 

States parties shall recognize for every child the right to 

benefit from social security, including social insurance and 

shall take the necessary measures to achieve the full 

realization of this right in accordance with their national law 

[53]. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and 

rights [54]. In 1948, the UN General Assembly passed the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which referred 

childhood as entitled to "special care and assistance” [55-56]. 

The child beggars are the different diseases sufferers on the 

basis of seasonal variation and some are chronic health 

disorders sufferers according to their dwelling topographic 

variation [57-59]. About 73% of child beggars in Dhaka city 

suffer from chronic malnutrition while mortality and 

morbidity status among street dwellers has reached an 

alarming level for lack of basic health and nutritional care 

services [60-62, 86, 87, 91].  

It is argued that there is strong relationship between 

street begging, disability and poverty in many societies. It is 

equally assumed that those that engaged in begging do so 

because they are being trapped in a “Vicious Cycle of 

Poverty” and see the former as a last resort for their 

survival [88, 92]. Furthermore, the poor people are at the 

greater risk to become disabled through lack of adequate 

housing, food, clean water, basic sanitation and safe 

working environments. While in return, disabled people are 

at higher risk to become poor through restricted access to 

education, health care, job training and employment 

opportunities [63, 90]. Therefore the current research was 

designed to provide empirical outputs of the socio-

economic status, nature and causes of violence against 

them, health and nutritional situation of the child beggars in 

Bangladesh.  

2. Framework and Data Sources 

2.1. Study Type 

The study was a pilot study. 

2.2. Population Selection 

There were taken a total 108 child at different slums on 

Dhaka city in Bangladesh. 

2.3. Study Duration 

The study was conducted from July 2013 to May 2014. 

2.4. Sampling Method 

The non-probability (Convenience sampling) method was 

used to frame the beggars from the study places. 

2.5. Data Collecting Techniques 

A planned questionnaire was developed containing both 

the closed and open ended query to collect data through face-

to-face interview with the respondents. The questionnaire 

was pretested in areas far away from the sample areas and 

revised according to the feedback gained in the field level. 

The questionnaire was formed to obtain the relevant 

information considering personal, household, social and 

economic details. 

2.6. Data Verification 

The questionnaire was checked per day taking the 

interview and gain these were carefully rechecked after 

collecting all the data and coded prior the entrancing into 

computer technology. 

The data was edited in case of sighting discrepancy (doubt 

entry, wrong entry etc.) 

2.7. Statistical Analysis 

The data were processed to undergo statistical analysis 

using SPSS 16 windows program. Microsoft Word, 

Microsoft Excel were used to represent the tabular and chart 

icon. 

3. Results 

There were found that maximum number (37.59%) of 

respondents were in 7-10 years of ages, 28.36% respondents 

within 11-14 years and very few (12.05%) within 3-6 years. 

Some 33.33% fathers of respondents were Rickshaw pullers 

and 41.84% mothers were housewives according to the study 

(Table 1). 

Table 1. Socio-Demographic characteristics of the respondents. 

Parameters Frequency Percentage 

Sex 

Boys 79 56 

Girls 62 44 

Age (years) 

3-6 17 12.05 

7-10 53 37.59 

11-14 40 28.36 

15-18 31 21.98 

Father’s occupation 

Rickshaw pullers 47 33.33 

Farmers 29 20.56 

Beggars 33 23.40 

Small Traders 32 22.69 

Mother’s occupation 

Housewives 59 41.84 

Day Labors 36 25.53 

Beggars 46 32.62 

Educational Qualification   

Primary  24.11 

Illiterate  107 75.89 

There were observed that 53.90% respondents in begging 

profession by dint of their poverty and 38.29% were forced 

beggars came from slums (46.1%). About 26.24% 
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respondents earned 2501-3000 BDT (highest) and 14.89% 

earned 1001-1500 BDT (lowest). 26.24% beggars had no 

relation with other occupations while 29.78% were added 

with drug dealings and 43.97% with labors keeping no 

relation with their families (71.63%) (Table 2).  

Table 2. Socio-economic characteristics of the respondents. 

Parameters Frequency Percentage 

Causes of being beggars 

Poverty 76 53.90 

Force giving 54 38.29 

Others  11 7.80 

Comes from 

Villages 51 36.17 

Towns 25 17.73 

Slums 65 46.1 

Monthly Income (BDT) 

<1500 26 18.43 

1501-2000 21 14.89 

2001-2500 33 23.40 

2501-3000 37 26.24 

>3000 24 17.02 

Relationship with other occupations 

Labors 62 43.97 

Drug dealings 42 29.78 

No relations  37 26.24 

Relationship with their families 

Yes 40 28.37 

No 101 71.63 

Reasons of leaving family 

Parents death 18 17.82 

Parents disowned 11 10.89 

To Earn 29 28.71 

Did not like family 10 09.90 

Run away after stealing 12 11.88 

Violence at home 21 20.79 

According to the table 3 statement, 27.66% and 29.78% 

respondents adopted the begging due to their parents and 

friends respectively and 12.76% were forced by terrorists. 

53.19% respondents said that they took cigarette, 19.85% 

alcohol and 21.98% ganja seeking anonymities. 

Table 3. Nature of Violence against Child beggars. 

Parameters Frequency Percentage 

Doing begging (forced by whom) 

Friends 42 29.78 

Parents 39 27.66 

Neighbors 22 15.60 

Terrorists 18 12.76 

Kidnappers 20 14.18 

Types of drugs taking  

Cigarette 75 53.19 

Ganja 31 21.98 

Alcohol 28 19.85 

Faced Tortured    

Yes 141 100 

No 0 0 

By whom Faced Tortured   

Public 61 43.26 

Gang leader 45 31.91 

Parents 6 04.25 

Friends 29 20.57 

Injury for Doing this Profession   

Yes 43 30.50 

Parameters Frequency Percentage 

No 98 69.50 

Types of Injury   

Hand cutting 13 30.23 

Leg cutting 19 44.18 

Damaged the power of eyes 11 25.58 

Behavior of the General People    

Good 16 11.34 

Rude 125 88.65 

What happens if they don’t beg? 

Starve 85 60.28 

Parents beat 22 15.60 

Can’t help family 26 18.44 

Forced to leave study 5 03.55 

Nothing  3 02.13 

Table 4. Aspirations of the respondents. 

Parameters Frequency Percentage 

Do you like beg? 

Yes 49 34.75 

No 92 65.25 

Willingness to go to school 

Yes 53 37.59 

No 88 62.41 

Willingness to take skill training  

Yes 38 26.95 

No 82 58.15 

Cannot say 21 14.89 

Table 5. Health and nutritional status of the respondents. 

Parameters Frequency Percentage 

Daily meal taken frequency 

4 0 00.00 

3 82 58.15 

2 59 41.84 

1 0 00.00 

Hand washing before eating 

Yes 119 84.39 

No 22 15.60 

Daily bath taken 

Yes 85 60.28 

No 56 39.71 

Suffering from diseases in last 3 months 

Yes 92 65.24 

No 49 34.75 

4. Discussion 

Begging is one of the most alarming and horrific forms of 

violence [63]. It is a most violent phenomenon for whole 

world [64]. In Bangladesh, children involved in begging are 

also facing this violent alarmingly [65] and the number of 

child beggar is increasing day by day [66]. The children are 

in deprivation to their rights to rights to survival, education, 

health, nutrition and safe childhood [67].  

The present study undertook a survey to assess the number 

of child beggars in the capital city Dhaka and central district 

Tangail of Bangladesh as most populated area, where also 

conducted in depth interviews of 141 child beggars. The 

study covered the socio-demographic, nutritional status and 

health hygiene practices of the child beggar. Found that most 

of the children were initiated into begging in their childhood 

itself, mostly by their own parents or occasionally by 
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relatives. Gender distribution of child beggars shows that 

begging is more prevalent among boys than girls. Most of the 

respondents were boys (68.6%) and 44.3% respondents were 

within 14-18 where 21.4% belongs to the age group 4-8 years 

according to the study. There were found that maximum 

(74.2%) respondents were the family members of more than 

3 siblings. Another study shows that, majority of the child 

beggars (66%) are boys and 77% are in age ranging 10 to 14 

years which slightly differs from the current study [68].  

There were observed that 38.6% respondents were 2501-

3500 and 14.3% were more than 3500 BDT earners to 

manage 3 times meal per day by 61.4% while 2 times snacks 

per day by 5.7% respondents. According to other study, child 

beggar earns a total of Tk. 172 daily (including income from 

other sources) and most of them could manage 2 times meal 

per day [69]. According to present study, some 81.4% 

respondents washed their hand before eating and 72.8% 

brushed their teeth once a day while about 38. 6% 

respondents took bath now and then and the rest 61.4% took 

daily. It is also found 62.8% underweight plus 5.7% 

overweight while a tiny portion 31.4% was in ideal weight 

sustainers and most of the illiterate child beggars were 

underweight which is similar to another study [70-72].  

In Bangladesh, as in many developing countries, there is a 

widespread belief amongst the public, policymakers and 

social workers that children ‘abandon’ their families and 

migrate to the street as beggar because of economic poverty 

[73, 74]. 

According to the Article 17, 18 (1) and 19 of the 

constitution of Bangladesh, the state should take proper 

measures of free and compulsory education, raising the level 

of nutrition and improvement of health for the children along 

with equal economic development throughout the country 

and to fulfilling this condition; the government of 

Bangladesh under the Ministry of Social Welfare builds up 

five vagrancy centers. But most of the beggars do not want to 

spend their time into the vagrancy centers because of various 

problems along with insufficient food and nutrition facility, 

treatment opportunity, rehabilitation insecurity, recreational 

lacking and so on [75-77].  

Considering the overall study, it felt that the life of child 

should be begging and exploitation free on the basis of the 

existing laws to eradicate the child abuse to arrange safe 

childhood [78-80]. Group counseling can be an effective 

measure to solve this ongoing problems in Bangladesh as 

well in the world also while prevailing multidimensional 

perilous condition [81-85].  

5. Conclusions 

Begging, especially the child begging is the curse for the 

society affecting the total image of the country. Beggars are 

the low income earners, not sufficient to survive in the 

society maintaining the basic needs and the luxurious hopes 

is on the brown study. Good governance along with NGOs 

should come up with their helping hands to combat the 

vagrancy problems in Bangladesh. 

Recommendations 

Beggary is primarily an outcome of abject poverty and not 

choice in most cases, as the study demonstrates. Mostly 

parents and relatives or acquaintances of the children are 

pushing them into begging. Children who come from 

families where situations of extreme poverty and lack of 

access to employment prevails such children beg for their 

families' survival. The study has clearly brought out the 

vulnerability of the children engaged in begging. To 

effectively deal with the problem of child beggars following 

suggestions are made:  

a. The conditions in which child beggars work are 

certainly hazardous as per the ILO definition which 

states “Hazardous work by children is defined as any 

activity or occupation that, by its nature or type, has or 

leads to adverse effects on the child's safety, health and 

moral development”. (ILO; 2013: p. 16). Hence child 

beggars should be covered under various child labour 

schemes of the Ministry of Labour. 

b. Training of law enforcement officers should cover 

issues like homelessness, begging and need for 

empathetic engagement as well as understanding of the 

need for early intervention, early diversion, referral and 

cautionary strategies as preventive measures.  

c. As part of Advocacy members of the society should be 

sensitized regarding the issue of urban poverty and 

destitution and how they can contribute to poverty 

alleviation. Also why one time charity is harmful. 

d. There is an overlap between child beggars, child labour 

and street children becausechild beggars engage 

themselves in rag picking and vending also hence they 

shouldform part of all the programmes relating to child 

labour and street children. 

e. Child beggars are being abused by adults be it their own 

parents, relatives or acquaintances. Such adults should 

be dealt with as per the provisions of Section 24 of the 

Juvenile Justice Act 2000 which provides punishment 

for employing a juvenile ora child for begging. 

f. As most of the children are not in school, though as per 

this study good number ofchild beggars have expressed 

their willingness to study and acquire skill training, 

there is an urgent need to provide appropriate education, 

both formal schooling and skill training, suiting to their 

requirements. 

g. Access to basic necessities, such as, safe shelters, food, 

clothing, safe drinking water, sanitation and education 

should be provided to all as a matter of right and should 

ensure that the benefits reach the end beneficiaries. 

h. Awareness about government and NGO 

schemes/programmes should reach the children so that 

they could benefit from those. 

i. Most child beggars belong to the poorest of the poor 

who have migrated with their parents to urban centres 

as a survival strategy. Children should be facilitated in 

getting identity proof, which the government accepts as 

an entitlement document. This will facilitate opening of 
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their bank accounts, get admission in schools, etc. 

j. It is essential to increase the number of family shelters, 

drop-in-shelters ren- baseras where children along with 

their parents can stay. Night classes and other services 

can also be centered around such places. 

k. The government should ensure that appropriate services 

of doctors, counsellors, and social workers are provided 

to these children. 

l. Localized target oriented community based programmes 

should be planned and administered at the points where 

the child beggars congregate mainly with their families. 

Parents need to be counselled to spare their children for 

education and skill development since majority of 

children stay with their families. 

m. Multi pronged intervention strategies are needed in rural 

areas to reduce migration from rural to urban areas. 

Employment possibilities for adults should be increased 

dramatically in those rural areas from where large-scale 

out-migration is taking place. 

n. To bring down the incidence of child beggars 

interventions are needed to strengthen their families by 

providing jobs, better housing and increased number of 

schools for poor children in both rural and urban areas. 

Compensation should be given to the parents/children in 

the form of stipend on the basis of school attendance. 

o. Schools should have sympathetic teachers, child 

friendly environment and should ban corporal 

punishment. 
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