
 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATION ON ENGAGEMENT (COE) 

Consortium for Street Children 

 

Period covered by this communication on engagement:  

From: 1st October 2019  

To: 30th September 2021 

 

Part I. Statement of Continued Support by the Chief Executive: 

25th September 2021 

I am pleased to confirm that Consortium for Street Children reaffirms its support to the United 

Nations Global Compact and its Ten Principles in the areas of Human Rights, Labour, Environment 

and Anti-Corruption, with a particular focus on principles 1 and 2: ensuring that businesses support 

and respect the protection of internationally proclaimed human rights and that they are not 

complicit in human rights abuses. Since the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, street-connected 

children have faced increased challenges to their rights, and the need for their protection has been 

more critical than ever. This is our Communication on Engagement with the United Nations Global 

Compact, in which we describe the actions that our organisation has taken to support the UN Global 

Compact and its Principles, as suggested for Civil Society Organisations. We commit to sharing this 

information with our stakeholders. 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

Pia MacRae 

Chief Executive Officer, Consortium for Street Children 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Part II. Description of actions 

Since October 2019, CSC has contributed to the principles in the Global Compact in the following 

ways: 

As part of a consortium led by the Institute for Development Studies and funded by DFID (FCDO), we 

have been collaborating since July 2019 to help children avoid engaging in hazardous and 

exploitative labour and have more options available to them. ‘Child Labour Action Research 

Innovation in South and Southern Asia’ (CLARISSA) is a programme that is seeking to build an 

evidence base and generate innovative solutions to the worst forms of child labour in Bangladesh, 

Myanmar and Nepal, to help improve the lives of children and their families.  

We have continued to work with our corporate partner Baker McKenzie to further develop the Legal 

Atlas for Street Children, which documents laws and policies around the world that discriminate 

against or have a discriminatory effect on street children, with a focus on status offences, legal 

identity, and police round-ups.  

In June 2020 we started a major new partnership with AbbVie’s Community Resilience Fund which 

enabled us to quickly pivot our focus and ensure that street-connected children’s rights are 

protected during the Covid-19 pandemic. We partnered with 20 organisations around the world to 

deliver emergency relief; advocated for street children to be considered in relief programmes; and 

shared child-friendly information to keep children safe.  

CSC continues to lead activities to ensure the guidelines in the UN General Comment on Children in 

Street Situations (2017) are adopted in practice, so that governments and organisations can improve 

policy and practice so street-connected children can access their rights. Since our last report, CSC has 

continued to partner with Gurises Unidos in Uruguay to cement their National Strategic Plan for 

street children and have gone on to take a similar approach in the Philippines in partnership with 

Bahay Tuluyan, where the Philippine National Multi-Sectoral Strategic Plan for Children in Street 

Situations was successfully adopted in October 2020. CSC has provided technical support for 

consultations with street-connected children in Sierra Leone to feed into creation of a similar 

national plan.  

CSC has been working with the government and NGOs in Tanzania to promote the rights of street 

children and has led a study to assess the progress towards realising street children’s rights in 

Tanzania, including a comprehensive legal review conducted in partnership with international law 

firm, Baker McKenzie. This work came to an end in June this year. 

Building on the momentum of our advocacy work, CSC has launched an e-learning course, which 

welcomed its first cohort in January 2021. Participants from around the world are learning how to 

develop an advocacy strategy and action plans aligned to their organisation’s capacity and strengths. 

In addition, CSC’s in-country and virtual advocacy training is building civil society organisations’ 

capacity to develop effective advocacy strategies and plans, and their understanding of relevant 

international human rights frameworks. 

- in April 2020 and April 2021, we marked International Day for Street Children with the next steps of 

our Four Steps to Equality Campaign, which aims to break the UN General Comment for Children in 

Street Situations into four actionable steps. 2020 focused on step 2: Respect Every Child, and 2021 

focused on step 3: Provide Access to Services. We sought engagement from a wide range of 

organisations, CSOs and community stakeholders to raise awareness in these areas. 



 

Part III. Measurement of outcomes 

- Since CLARISSA’s launch in July 2019, we have worked with four in-country partners in Nepal and 

Bangladesh, helped to develop an international advocacy strategy and supported research and life 

story gathering activities. CSC recently took part in Nepal’s Universal Periodic Review, and all the 

programme’s recommendations on the worst forms of child labour were accepted by the 

government of Nepal.  

- Since October 2019, the Legal Atlas for Street Children has had 60,877 users. The Legal Atlas now 

features research from 93 countries which has been provided with support from 21 corporate 

partners (to date) who have given pro bono legal research. 

 

- Through CSC’s partnership with AbbVie, we have worked with 20 partners across 18 countries to 

ensure street-connected children can access their rights throughout the pandemic. 

 

- CSC’s advocacy e-learning course has already had 62 sign-ups from 16 different countries, and our 

in-country and virtual advocacy training has reached 18 countries. 

 

- The Keeping Street Children Safe project in partnership with Red Nose Day USA, which has enabled 

our work in Uruguay and the Philippines and funded our e-learning, has impacted 2,877 children 

between January 2020 - July 2021. We are hoping to continue working together in 2022.  

- Our work in Tanzania has strengthened the quality of services for nearly 4,000 street children in six 

of the largest urban areas in Tanzania. 

- During the latest International Day for Street Children in April 2021, we reached 68.4 million people 

on social media and had 937 views on the website. We engaged with a number of top influencers to 

help raise awareness, from celebrities, to UN representatives and INGOs.  

- In August 2020 we recruited a Marketing and Communications Officer contribute to the 

development of successful corporate partnerships.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


